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DRAFT OF INSTRUCTIONS

Passed under the Royal Sign-Manual and Signet to
the Governor and Commander-in-Chief of the Island
of Newfoundland and its Dependencies.

[DATED 28110 MARrcy, 1876.]

Instructions to Our Governor and Commander-in-
Clief in and over Our Island of Newfoundland
and its Dependencies, or, in his absence, to Oz
[Vicrowia R Zicutenant-Governor or the Officer Administor-
wny the Government of Our said Island and its
Dependencies for the time being.  Duled this
B8th day of March, 1876, in the thirty-ninth
year of Our reign.

Whereas by certain Letters-LPatent, bearing even date prequmpre.

herewith, We have constituted, ordered and declared that

there shall be a Governor and Commander-in-Chief (herein- Cites Letters-

after called Our said Governor) in and over Our Island of Ilif‘teflt: 28th
N . . arch, 1876,

Newfoundland and its dependencies (hereinafter called Our constituting the

said Colony). And We have thereby authorized and com- office of Governor.

manded Our said Governor to do and execute in due mannor

all things that shall belong to his said command and to the

trust We have reposed in him, according to the several

powers and authorities granted or appointed him by virtue

of the said Letters-Patent and of the Commission to be

issued to him under Our Sign-Manual and Signet, and ac-

cording to such instructions as may from time to time be

given to him, under Our Sign-Manual and Signet, or by

Our order in Our Privy Council, or by Us through one of

Our Principal Secretaries of State, and according to such

laws and ordinances as are or shall hereafter be in force in

Our said Colony. Now, therefore, We do by these Our In-

structions under Onr Sign-Manual and Signet, declare Our

pleasure to be that Our said Governor for the time being

shall, with all due solemnity, cause Our Commission under Publication of

Our Sign-Manual and Signet, appointing Our said Governor Commission.

for the time being, to be read and published in the presence

of the Chief Justice of Our said Colony for the time being,

and of the members of Our Executive Council thereof ; and

We do further declaie Our pleasure to be that Our said Goy-
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ernor and every other officer appointed to administer the
Government of Our said Colony shall take the Oath of
Oaths to e taken Allegiance in the form provided by an Act passed in the
by Governor. session holden in the thirty-first and thirty-second years of
Our reign, intituled “An Act to amend the law relating to
Luperial Act,  Promissory Oaths”; and likewise that he or they take the
:’}1)““7‘1232 Vict,  ygual oath for the due execution of the office and trust of
Our Governor and Commander-in-Chief in and over Our
said Colony, and for the due and impartial administration
of justice, which said oaths the Chief Justice for the time
being of Our said Colony, or in his absence, or in the event
of his being otherwise incapacitated, the senior Judge then
present, or, failing such Judge, the senior member present of
Our said Executive Council shall and he is hereby required
to tender and administer unto him cr them

Ouths to be IT.—And we do authorize and require Our said GGover-
gldmi“is’ﬁmd, by por, from time to time and at any time hereafter, by himself
e Governor. . L

or by any other person to be authorized by him in that be-
half, to administer to all and to every person or persons as
he shall think fit, who shall hold any office or place of trust
or profit, the said Oath of Allegiance, together with such
other oath or oaths as may from time to time be prescribed
by any laws or statutes in that behalf made and provided.

Governor to com- TIT —And We do require Our said Governor to com-

munieate Instrue- myunicate forthwith to Our Executive Council for Our said

tions to Bxeentive (io]ony these Our Instructions, and likewise all such others
from time to time as he shall find convenient for Our Ser-
vice to be imparted to them.

Exeoutive Council IV.—And We do hereby direct and enjoin that Our said
not to proceed to Kxecutive Council shall not proceed to the despatch of busi-

business unless o " . ) et - eI (Y R
snmoned 1y, less unless duly summoned by authority of Our said Gover-

authority of nor, and three members at the least (exclusive of himself or

Governor. the member presiding) be present and assisting throughout the

Quorams, whole of the meetings at which any such business shall be
despatched.

Governor to V.—And We do further direct and enjoin that Our said

preside ; Giovernor do attend and preside at the meetings of Our said
Txeeutive Council, unless when prevented by some necessary

Or appoint a or reasonable cause ; and that in his absence such member as

President ; may be appointed by him in that behalf, or, in the absence

Semior member  OF a0y such member, the senior member of the said Executive
fo preside during Council actually present shall preside at all such meetings,
;giegfel,‘isﬁ&ﬁ’ the seniority of the members of the Council being regulated

according to the order of their respective appointments as
members. members of Our said Council,
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VI—And We do further direct and enjoin that a full Joumals aud
and exact journal or minute be kept of all the deliberations, 3111“;2%; figfto,““'
acts, proceedings, votes and resolutions of Our said Execu- ’
tive Council, and that at each meeting of the said Council

the minutes of the last meeting be read over, confirmed, or

amended, as the case may require, before proceeding to the

despatch of any other business. And We do further direct

that twice in each year a full transcript of all the minutes Minutes to be sent
of the said Council for the preceding half year be trans- howme half-yearly.
mitted to Us through one of Our Principal Secretaries of

State.

VIL—Aud We do further direct and enjoin that in the Governor to con-

execution of the powers and authorities committed to Our St Bxecutive

. . - . QUnCL
said Governor by Our said Letters-Patent, he shall in all ’
cases consult with Owr said Executive Council, excepting
only in cases which may be of such a nature that, in his
judgment, Our 'service would sustain material prejudice by
consulting Our 'Council thereupon, or when the matters to be
decided shall be too unimportant to require their advice,
or too urgent to admit of their advice being given by the
time within which it may be necessary for him to act in
respect of any such matters: DProvided that in all such Proviso: Urgent
urgent cases he shall subsequently and at the earliest prac- “***
ticable period, communicate to the said Executive Council
the measures which he may so have adopted with the reasons
thereof.

VIIL—And We do authorize Our said Governor, in his Governor may act
discretion, and if it shall in any case appear right, to act in i opposition to
the exercise of the power committed to him by Our said Couneil;
Letters-Patent in opposition to the advice which may in any
such case be given to him by the members of Our said Ex-
ecutive Council: Provided, nevertheless, that in every such
case he shall fully report to Us by the first convenient op- ?ePortli“{s" grounds
portunity such proceeding with the grounds and reasons = 0 e

thereof.

IX.—And whereas We have by Our said Letters-Patent Legislative
provided that the Tegislative Council of Our said Colony Comneil;
shall be constituted in the manner therein appointed: Now
We do declare Our pleasure to be that five members of the
said Legislative Council shall be a quorum for the despateh Quorwm.
of the business thereof.

X.—And We do authorize and empower Our said Gov- President.
ernor, from time to time, by an instrument under the public
seal of Our said Colony, to appoint one member of the said
Legislative Couneil to preside therein, and to remove him
and appoint another in his stead.
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XIL—And We do confirm all Standing Rules and Orders
heretofore made by Our authority for ensuring punctuality
of attendance of the members of the said Legislative Council,
and for the prevention of meetings of the said Council being
held without convenient notice to the several members there-
of, and for maintaining order and method in the despatch of
business, and in the conduct of all debates in the said Coun-
cil; and We do authorize and empower the said Legislative
Couneil to make such other and further Rules and Orders as
may to them appear requisite for the above-mentioned pur-
poses, not being repugnant to these Our Instructions, or to
any other Instructions which Our said Governor may receive
from Us. ‘

XIL.—And We do further direct and enjoin that minutes
shall be regularly kept of the proceedings of the said Legis-
lative Couneil, and that at each meeting of the said Council
the mMnutes of the last preceding meeting be read over, con-
firmed, or amended, as the case may require, before proceed-
ing to the despatch of any other business. And We do fur-

Copies of Minutes ther direct and enjoin that Our said Governor shall transmit

to be transmitted,

Oaths to be
administered
to members of
Assembly.

Rules to be ob-
served in the
enactment of
laws,

Style of laws.

Different subjects

not to he mixed
in the same law ;

fair copies of the Journals and Minutes of the proceedings of
the Legislative Bodies of Our said Colony, which he is to
require from the elerks or other proper officers in that behalf
of the said Legislative Bodies.

XIIL—And whereas We have empowered Our said
Governor, by Our said Letters-Patent, to summon and call
together the General Assembly of Our said colony; We do
further direct and enjoin that the persons thereupon duly
elected to be members of the sald Assembly shall, before
their sitting, take the said Oath of Allegiance, which Oath he
shall commission fit persons, under the Seal of Our said
Colony, to tender and administer unto them; and until the
same shall be so taken, no person shall be capable of sitting,
though elected.

XIV.—And in the enactment of Laws within Our said
Colony, We do direct and enjoin that Our said Governor ob-
serves, as far as may be practicable, the following Itules and
Instroetions, (that is to say) :—

XV.—The style of enacting such laws shall be by “The
“ (Governor, Lieutenant-Governor, or Officer Administering
“the Government (as the case may be), Council and Assem-
“bly,” and no other.

XVI.—In passing of all laws, each different matter is
to be provided for by a different law, without intermixing in
one and the same law such things as have no proper relation

it
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to each other, and no clause is to be inserted in or annexed No clause to he

to any Law which shall be foreign to what the title of such ;gt‘rv"};;“toiﬂefgrt‘lle%“

Law imports, and no perpetual clause is to be part of any imports;

temporary Law. : Temporary lavws.
XVIL—Our said Governor is not to assent in Qur name Deseription of

to any Bill of any of the classes hercinafter specified, that 2s not to be

15 to say —

1. Any Bill for the divorce of persons joined together in
Holy Matrimony.

2. Any Bill whereby any grant of Land or money or
other donation or gratuity may be made to himself.

3. Any-Bill whereby any paper or other currency may
be made a legal tender, except the coin of the realm
or other yold or silver coin.

4. Any Bill imposing differential duties.

5. Any Bill the provisions of which shall appear incon-
sistent with obligations imposed upon Us by Treaty.

6. Any Bill interfering with the discipline or control of
Our forees in Our said Colony by land and sea.

-1

Any Bill of an extraordinary nature and importance,
whereby Our prerogative, or the rights and proper-
ty of our subjects not residing in Our said Colony,
or the trade and shipping of the United Kingdom
and its Dependencies, may be prejudiced.

8. Any Bill containing provisions to which Our assent
has been once refused, or which have been disal-
lowed by Us:—

Unless such Bill shall contair o clause suspending the Proviso: Urgent
operation of such Bill until the signification in Our said ©%*
Colony of Our pleasure thereupon, or unless Our said Gover-
nor shall have satisfied himself that an urgent necessity
exists requiring that sach Bill be brought into immediate
operation, in which case he is authorized to assent in Our
name to such Bill unless the same shall be repugnant to the
law of England, or inconsistent with any obligations imposed
upon Us by Treaty. But he is to transmit to Us, by the
earliest opportunity, the Bill so assented to, together with
his reasons for assenting thereto.

XVIIL—And We do further direct and enjoin Our said
Governor to transmit to Us, through one of Our Principal
Secretaries of State, a transcript in duplicate of every law
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y -t 3
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Judge’s report to
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Couneil in such
cases ;

May exercise his
own judgment ;

Kutering his
reasons in the
Minutes of
Couneil,

Blue Book.
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which has been assented to by him in Our name, together
with a marginal abstract thercof duly authenticated under
the Public Seal of Our said Colony, and that such transeript
shall be accompanied with such explanatory obscrvations as
may be required to exhibit the reasons and occagion for pro-
posing such laws; and that in case any such law shall at
any time be disallowed, and so signified by Us, Our Heirs and
Successors, under Our or their Sign-Manual and Signet, or
Ly order of Our or their Privy Council unto him, then such
TLaw as shall be so disallowed shall from thenceforth cease,
determine, and become utterly void and of none effect, any-
thing to the contrary notwithstanding.

XIX.—And whereas We have by Ouar said Letters-
Patent authorized and empowered Our said Governor, as he
shall see occasion, in Our name and on Our behalf, to grant
to any offender convicted of any crime in any court, or
before any Judge, Justice, or Magistrate within Our said
Colony, a pardon, either free or subject to lawful conditions:
Now We do hereby direct and enjoin Our said Governor to
call upon the Judge who presided at the trial of any offender
who shall have been condemned to suffer death by the sen-
tence of any court within Our said Colony to make to Our
said Governor a written report of the case of snch offender,
and such report of the said Judge shall by Our said Governor
be taken into consideration at the first meeting thereafter
which may be conveniently held of Our said Executive Coun-
cil, where the said Judge may be specially snmmoned to
attend ; and Our said Governor shall not pardon or reprieve
any such offender as aforesaid, unless it shall appear to him
expedient so to do, upon receiving the advice of Our Execu-
tive Council therein, but in all such cases he is to decide
¢ither to extend or withhold a pardon or reprieve, according
to his own deliberate judgment, whether the members of
Our said Execuntive Council concur therein or otherwise; en-
tering, nevertheless, on the minutes of the said Council a
minute of his reasons at length, in case he should decide any
such questions in opposition to the judgment of the majority
of the members thereof.

XX.—And We do further diveet and enjoin that all
Commissions granted by Our said Governor to any person or
persons to be Judges, Justices of the Peace, or other officers,
shall, unless otherwise provided by law, be granted duaring
pleasure only.

XXI—And whereas Our said Governor will receive
through one of Our Principal Secretavies of State a book of
tables in blank, commonly called the “Blue Iook,” to he
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annually filled up with certain returns relative to the rveve-
nue and Expenditure, Militia, Public Works, Legislation, Civil
Establishment, Pensions, Population, Schools, Course of Ex-
change, Tmports and Exports. Agricultural Produce, Manu-
factures, and other watters in the said “Blue Book” more
particularly specified with reference to the state and condi-
tion of Our said Colony: Now We do hereby direct and
enjoin that all sueh returns be accurately prepared and
punctually transmitted to Us from year to year through one
of Our Principal Secretaries of State.

XXIT—And whereas great prejudice may happen to
Our service and to the security of Our said Colony by the
absence therefrom of Our said Governor, he shall not upon
any pretence whatsoever quit Our said Colony without hav-
ing first obtained leave from Us for so doing under Our
Sign-Manual and Signet, or through one of Our Principal

Secretaries of State.
V. R.

Governor’s
absence.
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